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Monday, 15 August 2016
Dear parents/guardians and students,
I wish to welcome you all to the start of the new school year and to express the hope that the summer
holiday has been enjoyable and restful.
There are some points of information that I would like to bring to your attention at this time, as follows:
150th Anniversary Events
In September, the school celebrates the 150th anniversary of its establishment in Wexford in 1866. As
you will appreciate, this is a major landmark in the school’s long and proud history.
A brochure setting out the details of the events planned to mark this anniversary has been posted to
every family. I would be most grateful if you could kindly keep the brochure in a prominent place in
your home so that your family is fully aware of what is planned. Please help us by bringing these events
to the attention of other family members and friends who may also wish to be part of the school’s
celebrations.
New school building
I am delighted to be in a position to inform you that construction work on our new school building at
Pembroke Hill has started. It is expected that the new building will be completed in November 2017.
I shall keep you informed of progress by means of letter throughout this school year.
A.S.T.I. – industrial unrest
As I write this letter, the industrial relations situation at national level involving teachers who are
members of the Association of Secondary Teachers, Ireland (A.S.T.I.) is very unsettled.
The union continues to direct its members not to co-operate with the new Junior Certificate programme.
Additionally, members have been directed not to operate the additional “Croke Park” hours that have

been used to facilitate out-of-hours staff, parent-teacher and subject planning meetings in recent years.
Should the government continue to apply F.E.M.P.I. measures to teachers’ salaries, there may be a
threat to the operation of supervision and substitution arrangements within schools. A ballot on further
industrial action, up to and including strike, is also a strong possibility within the next few weeks.
It is important to stress that these matters are all being played out at national level and that,
consequently, their resolution is not within this school’s remit. That said, their effects will be felt within
the school. I shall keep you informed of developments.
I express the hope that the parties to these disputes will apply both common sense and compromise over
the coming weeks in order to avoid the possibility of ongoing and escalating industrial action.
School calendar, 2016/2017
Please see our school website – www.loretowexford.com – for details of the calendar for the year.
Please note that the calendar is updated as the year progresses so you are asked to check it from time to
time to see details of additional events.
Commencement details, 2016/2017
All students are obliged to attend Introduction Meetings in the school as follows:
Friday, 26 August 2016
4th year

2.00 p.m. to 3.30 p.m.

Monday, 29 August 2016
3rd year

09.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m.

5th year

11.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m.

6th year

2.00 p.m. to 3.00 p.m.

Tuesday, 30 August 2016
1st year

9.00 a.m. to 10.20 a.m. Following the meeting, timetabled classes will be held
for 1st year students until 3.33 p.m. Students need only bring a pen, copy and
their lunch on this day.

2nd year

11.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

Timetabled classes will commence for all students on Wednesday, 31 August 2016, 8.50 a.m. to 3.33
p.m.
2016/2017 Timetable
Details of students’ timetables will be available on e-portal from Monday, 22 August 2016.
Please note that, as allocations of students to Irish, English and Maths classes in 2 nd, 4th and 5th years
will not be made until the commencement of term, the stated teacher on e-portal for these subjects may
not be the allocated teacher from September. Additionally, some optional 4th year groupings will only
be finalised when students return to school.

Full timetable details will be explained to students at their Introduction Meeting.
Student Attendance
It is expected that every student will be in school each day. It is a well-proven fact that high levels of
attendance correspond very closely with excellent outcomes in examinations.
When a student is absent there must be a good reason for it e.g. genuine illness, essential appointment,
bereavement. All absences must be explained in writing by a parent/guardian on the standard absence
form to be found in the Student Journal, 2016/2017. This form must be left into the Secretary’s office
by 8.50 a.m. on the first day of return to school after an absence.
All non-essential and/or discretionary appointments must be scheduled for outside school hours e.g.
driving lessons, driver theory test, certain medical/dental appointments. It is expected that all Transition
Year mini-company appointments and business will be conducted outside school hours.
Students seeking permission to leave the school for any reason during the course of the day must receive
the prior approval of Ms. O’ Reilly (Deputy Principal), to whom permission to leave forms, signed by
a parent/guardian, must be submitted.
I am appreciative of the support of most parents in this important matter.

Financial Information
1. Administration Charge
For the 2016/2017 school year there will be an Administration Charge in respect of each student, as
follows:
1st year students:

€80

This will cover the cost of all photocopying, consumable classroom materials, printing, postage, paper,
student diary, locker, Swipe Card, SPHE Booklet, Assessment Tests and 24 hour personal accident
insurance.
2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th year students:

€70

This will cover the cost of all photocopying, consumable classroom materials, printing, postage, paper,
student diary, locker and 24 hour personal accident insurance.
 Cheques should be made payable to Loreto Secondary School.
 The most convenient way to make this payment is by means of the Easy Payment online facility
that can be accessed from the school’s home page on www.loretowexford.com
 Alternatively, this amount will be collected in the Secretary’s Office as follows:

Year Group

Date

Time

4th

Friday, 26 August 2016

13.30 – 14.00

3rd

Monday, 29 August 2016

08.30 – 09.00

5th

Monday, 29 August 2016

10.30 – 11.00

6th

Monday, 29 August 2016

13.30 – 14.00

1st

Tuesday, 30 August 2016

08.30 – 09.00

2nd

Tuesday, 30 August 2016

11.00 – 11.30

2nd chance to pay – all year Wednesday, 31 August 2016

08.15 – 09.00

groups

It is at these times that student diaries will be issued.
2. Examination Fees
The following examination costs will arise for 3rd and 6th year families:
Mock examinations (3rd and 6th years)
€115 per student payable in January 2017
Junior Certificate
Entry fee €109 (2016 figure) payable in March 2017*
Leaving Certificate
Entry fee €116 (2016 figure) payable in March 2017*
Entry fee for repeat students €301 (2016 figure) payable in March 2017*
* waiver applies for medical card holders
3. Voluntary Contribution
The Board of Management will request the support of families for a Voluntary Contribution of €150
per family. Further details will follow in September 2016.
Road and car park safety
In the interests of safety, I must ask parents not to park on the double yellow lines when collecting
students from school. Such illegal parking is very dangerous as it seriously restricts the view of drivers
as they exit the school grounds.

Additionally, the use of school car parks is restricted to staff and a limited number of 6th year students.
Parents are asked, once again, not to drive into these car parks for the purpose of collecting or depositing
their daughters.
We are happy to make an exception to this policy in the case of students with special needs or temporary
mobility issues.
School website – loretowexford.com
Your attention is once again drawn to the school website. This is the principal method by which the
school communicates with the general body of families. The website is updated weekly. Please visit
this site on a regular basis as it is full of up-to-date and useful school information.
We continue to make a paper copy of all correspondence/forms available at Reception for the benefit
of families without internet access.

Please contact me if you need any clarification in relation to the above matters.
Yours faithfully,
Billy O’ Shea,
Principal.
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Friday, 25 August 2016
Dear parents/guardians and students,
A new Board of Management will take up office on 15 October 2016 for a three year term.
The Loreto Trust Board will nominate 4 members to the new Board and the school’s teaching staff will
elect 2 members very shortly. It is now necessary to begin the process of electing 2 parents to this new
Board.
The following process will apply:
1. Your attention is drawn to the Nomination Form (below). This form must be completed in full
and returned to Billy O’ Shea, Secretary to the Board of Management by 12.00 p.m. on
Wednesday, 7 September 2016.
2. The list of parents properly nominated will be published on the school website (latest news
section) no later than Friday, 9 September 2016.
3. Voting will take place by secret ballot at the Annual General Meeting (A.G.M.) of parents to
be held in the school on Monday, 19 September 2016 beginning at 7.00 p.m.
4. Parents being nominated for the new Board must be in attendance at this A.G.M.
5. All parents being nominated, nominating, seconding or attending the A.G.M. must have a
daughter currently enrolled in the school.
Please contact me if you need any clarification in relation to the above matters.
I hope that the new academic year will go well for all members of our Loreto school community.
Yours faithfully,
Billy O’ Shea,
Principal.

Loreto Secondary School, Wexford
Board of Management (15 October 2016 to 14 October 2019)
Nomination Form (parents)
Parent being nominated for the Board of Management
Name

______________________________________________

Address

______________________________________________

Phone

______________________________________________

Nominating parent
Name

______________________________________________

Address

______________________________________________

Phone

______________________________________________

Seconding parent
Name

______________________________________________

Address

______________________________________________

Phone

______________________________________________

Notes:
1. All parents named above must have a daughter currently enrolled in the
school.
2. Nominating and seconding parents must secure the agreement of the
nominated parent prior to the submission of this form.
3. This form must be submitted to Billy O’ Shea, Secretary to the Board of
Management by 12.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 7 September 2016.
4. Incomplete forms and forms received after the deadline above will be
deemed to be invalid.
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Monday, 12 September 2016

Dear parents/guardians and students,
I hope this letter finds you all well.
I would like to bring the following points to your attention:
150 Anniversary
As I write, our 150th anniversary celebrations are well underway. Last night’s concert in the National
Opera House was superb and memorable from beginning to end. I cannot find adequate words to express
my thanks and admiration to all involved. The concert set the tone for the next fortnight and I sincerely
hope that all events will be enjoyable for everyone involved.
Details of remaining events are listed below:
Monday 12

The telling to all students in school of
“The Mary Ward and Teresa Ball Stories”

Wednesday 14

Launch, by Brendan Howlin, T.D., of the
150th Anniversary Book and the unveiling
of the Loreto Commemorative Cake
7.00 p.m.
Talbot Hotel, Wexford

Thursday 15

Students and staff:
Re-creating an 1866 school day

Friday 16

150th Anniversary Mass
1.30 p.m.
Rowe Street Church, Wexford
Chief celebrant: Bishop Denis Brennan

Saturday 17

An Afternoon of Nostalgia
2.00 p.m. to 5.00 p.m.
Ceremony of Welcome at 2.30 p.m.
Loreto Secondary School, Wexford
An opportunity for past-students to
return to view the school

Tuesday 20

School Walk to Wexford Racecourse
- fancy dress, music, games and picnic
12.30 p.m.
Fundraiser for Loreto Secondary School,
Rumbek, South Sudan

Wednesday 21

Aerial photo of the school community in
the formation of “150”
12.00 p.m.

Thursday 22

“150 years done – what now for the
future?” - panel discussion with invited
contributors and audience
Guest speakers:
 John Curtis, General Secretary,
Joint Managerial Body
 Sr. Marie Céline Clegg, Loreto
Education Office
 Derek West, National Association
of Principals and Deputies
 Moira Leydon, Assistant General
Secretary, Association of
Secondary Teachers, Ireland
7.00 p.m.
Talbot Hotel, Wexford
Classroom Party and Table Quiz
10.15 a.m. to 12.15 p.m.
Anniversary Closing Prayers
12.15 p.m.
School closes 12.30 p.m.
Past and Present Staff Lunch
1.30 p.m.

Friday 23

You might be kind enough to please bring details of these events to the attention of anyone who
would like to attend.

Parents’ Annual General Meeting
On behalf of the school’s Parents’ Association, I wish to inform you that their Annual General Meeting
will be held in the school on Monday, 19 September 2016 at 7.00 p.m. All parents are invited to attend.
Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.

Chairperson’s Address
Financial Report
Any other business
Guest speaker: Ray Cullen, C.E.O. of “Talk to Tom” – a community based suicide prevention,
mental health awareness and bereavement support charity

Junior Certificate results
Good luck to our 120 students who will receive their Junior Certificate results on Wednesday, 14
September 2016.

Yours sincerely,
Billy O’ Shea,
Principal.
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___________________________________________________________________________
Thursday, 20 October 2016

Dear parents/guardians and students,
I write simply to update you on the situation relating to the industrial action that has been announced
by the Association of Secondary Teachers, Ireland (ASTI). This industrial action arises from an ongoing
dispute at national level between the Department of Education and Skills (DES) and the ASTI.
The ASTI has announced seven days of strike action, as follows:
October 27; November 8,16,24,29; December 6,7.
In addition, the ASTI has said that its members will withdraw from all supervision and substitution
duties on and from Monday, 7 November. Given the short notice of this action, there is a very real
possibility that schools may not be in a position to re-open after the mid-term break as it could prove
impossible to provide adequate supervision arrangements for students in their care.
Talks between the parties to the dispute are continuing, with the next meeting scheduled for Monday,
24 October.
Whilst this is a national dispute, the effects will be felt very locally. Central to our thoughts at this time
must be our students whose education could be adversely affected if a solution is not found quickly.

This school’s Board of Management will be meeting next Tuesday at 4.30 p.m. to consider the situation
and its decisions relating to it. It is expected that a further letter to families will be issued early on
Wednesday morning, 26 October.
I ask you, please, to keep a close eye on our website - www.loretowexford.com – over the coming
days and weeks as this will be the primary means of communication between school and home at this
difficult time.
I am available to deal with any questions that you may have arising from this letter. Above all, I am
hoping and praying that seated around the table working on a solution will be people of good intention
and reason who will be particularly mindful of all those affected by this industrial action and the
uncertainty associated with it.
Kind regards,
Yours faithfully,
Billy O’ Shea,
Principal.
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Tuesday, 25 October 2016

Dear parents/guardians and students,
The Board of Management has been informed that all members of the Association of Secondary
Teachers, Ireland (ASTI) have been directed to take strike action on Thursday, 27 October 2016. Pickets
will be placed on all schools where ASTI members are employed on that day.
If the strike goes ahead as planned, the Board of Management will not be in a position to discharge its
responsibilities with regard to the care of students in the school. The Board is therefore requesting
you not to send your daughter to school on Thursday, 27 October 2016.
The Board of Management regrets that this course of action is necessary. The Board has no wish to
interrupt the education of students in this school.
Yours faithfully,
Sr. Helen O’ Riordan, IBVM,
Chairperson of the Board of Management.
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Wednesday, 26 October 2016
Dear parents/guardians and students,
I write in relation to the ongoing industrial dispute between the ASTI and the Department of Education
and Skills (DES).
You will be aware from previous correspondence that the ASTI has announced seven days of strike
action, as follows:
October 27; November 8,16,24,29; December 6,7.
In addition, the ASTI has said that its members will withdraw from supervision and substitution duties
on and from Monday, 7 November.
This latter form of industrial action poses difficulties for the Board of Management in that the Board
must ensure that any alternative arrangements that it might put in place for supervision and
substitution are as robust as those that currently apply.
The Board requires more time to examine this situation and, accordingly, cannot be certain about its
ability to operate the school as normal on and from 7 November.
I therefore wish to advise you that another Board meeting will be held over the next week and a
further letter will be issued thereafter setting out the exact position that will apply on and from 7
November.
In the meantime, let us hope that talks between the parties to this dispute will have a good outcome
for all concerned.
Yours faithfully,
Billy O’ Shea,
Principal and Secretary to the Board of Management.
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Friday, 28 October 2016
Dear parents/guardians and students,
It is with regret that the Board of Management will be unable to re-open the school to students on Monday, 7
November 2016 following the mid-term break.
This situation arises from the withdrawal by members of the Association of Secondary Teachers, Ireland (ASTI)
from a scheme that provides for the supervision of students at break and lunch times and for the substitution
that is required when teachers are absent from school for many different reasons.
Working in close collaboration with both the Joint Managerial Body (JMB) and the Department of Education and
Skills (DES), the Board now seeks applications from parents/guardians and other interested personnel for the
temporary positions of supervisor that will operate as part of a contingency plan operated by the JMB and DES.
Details of the operation of the contingency plan, as well as an application form for the position of supervisor
(temporary) are to be found on www.education.ie. A copy of the application is also appended to this letter.
Loreto, Wexford now invites such applications by post, email or hand before 1.00 p.m. on Wednesday, 2
November 2016. Shortlisting of applicants may apply.
The Board hopes that the parties to this dispute will reach an agreement in the coming days that will allow the
school to operate as normal. In the meantime, the Board will endeavour to recruit suitable persons to act as
supervisors and to then arrange for their vetting, training and induction into the school.
In the absence of such an agreement, the school will not re-open to students on Monday, 7 November. A further
letter will be issued to you on that date.
You are also reminded that the ASTI will be on strike on Tuesday, 8 November 2016 and that, as a consequence,
the school will not be open to students on that day either.
The Board deeply regrets the considerable worry and inconvenience that this situation causes.
Yours faithfully,
Sr. Helen O’ Riordan, IBVM
Billy O’ Shea

Chairperson, Board of Management.
Secretary, Board of Management.

APPLICATION FORM – Temporary Supervisor in a Post-Primary School
1. Your Details:
Name:
Address:

Phone Number:
Mobile:
Email Address:

2. Please outline any relevant experience:

3. Please supply details of two Referees:

Referee 1:
Name of Referee:
Address of Referee:

Your relationship with Referee 1:
Phone Number of Referee:
Email Address of Referee:
Referee 2:
Name of Referee:
Address of Referee:

Your relationship with Referee 2:
Phone Number of Referee:
Email Address of Referee:
Note: A vetting disclosure must be obtained from the National Vetting Bureau prior to the
commencement of employment with the school. Any offer of employment will be subject to the
school receiving a satisfactory Garda vetting disclosure prior to employment.
Have you ever been investigated by the Gardai, Tusla, or your employer in relation to
complaints made concerning your treatment of children?
YES or NO ___________
Are there any restrictions on your right to work in this country? YES or NO ____________
If yes, please give details:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
I understand that any false or misleading information submitted by me in relation to my
application for a position or my continuing employment with each of the school authorities will
render me liable to automatic disqualification or render me liable to dismissal, if employed.
Please return to the school or schools of your choice by email or post immediately.
Signed: _______________________________________
Date: _________________________________________
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Monday, 7 November 2016

Dear parents/guardians and students,
We write in relation to the ongoing industrial dispute between the ASTI and the Department of
Education and Skills (DES).
The Board of Management deeply regrets the ongoing inconvenience and worry that this dispute is
causing.
In the absence to date of an agreement between the ASTI and the DES, we have to inform you that
the school will remain closed to all students on Wednesday, 9 November 2016. You are aware from
previous correspondence that the school will be closed tomorrow, Tuesday, due to strike action by
ASTI members.
We will issue a further letter to you on Wednesday afternoon.

Yours faithfully,
Sr. Helen O’ Riordan, IBVM
Billy O’ Shea

Chairperson, Board of Management.
Secretary, Board of Management.
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Wednesday, 9 November 2016

Dear parents/guardians and students,
I believe that there is a palpable sense of relief among virtually all members of the school community
that the current industrial action has been suspended whilst talks take place at the Teachers’
Conciliation Council. The past few weeks have been very difficult for all affected by this dispute. Let
us hope that reasonable people seated around a table will work through the issues involved and arrive
at a settlement that can be accepted by the majority.
You can be assured that Loreto teachers will continue to ensure that all courses are properly covered
and that state examination students are fully prepared for what lies ahead of them in the coming
months. If you have any concerns in this regard, please contact me without delay.
I thank you for your understanding through this difficult period.
Yours faithfully,
Billy O’ Shea,
Principal.
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Friday, 3 March 2017
Dear parents/guardians,
I hope this letter finds you well.
I write to inform you that the Deputy Principal, Chris O’ Reilly and I intend to hold two meetings each
year with the aim of keeping the parent body informed of general issues relating to our school and to
education in Ireland. We plan to hold these meeting each autumn and spring.
Accordingly, you are invited to attend the first of these meetings in the school on Monday, 13 March
2017 at 5.30 p.m. The meeting will conclude by 6.45 p.m.
Agenda
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Welcome
Purpose of meeting
Our new school building – update, planning for the move
Junior Certificate reform – update, impediments to full implementation
ASTI industrial action – update, effects on the school
School Plan 2016-2010 – update, implementation
Assessment for Learning – explanation, benefits
Mobile phones – review of existing policy
Parental involvement in our school – current situation, possible future model
Questions and answers

I express the hope that there will be a good turnout of parents/guardians at this meeting and that we
can all gain by the exchange of views with each other.
Yours faithfully,
Billy O’ Shea,
Principal.
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Thursday, 23 March 2017

Dear 1st and 2nd year students and parents,
The school’s Student Support Team is organising talks for 1st and 2nd year students and their parents
on the topic of Online Safety, as follows:
Tuesday, 4 April 2017
08.50 to 10.10
11.10 to 12.30

1.1 and 1.2 students
1.3 and 1.4 students

Wednesday, 5 April 2017
08.50 to 10.10
11.10 to 12.30
17.30 to 18.45

2.1 and 2.2 students
2.3 and 2.4 students
1st and 2nd year parents

The venue for all talks will be the school’s Concert Hall.
Our speaker will be an expert in the area of online safety, John Dwyer. John worked as a senior
detective in An Garda Síochána where he was tasked with investigating organised criminal gangs.
Upon leaving the force in 2013, he began travelling the country addressing young people, parents and
teachers through an EU funded project on cyberbullying and online safety.
Loreto teachers will also be invited to attend these talks over the two days.
I encourage as many parents as possible to attend the talk at 17.30 on Wednesday, 5 April.
Yours faithfully,
Billy O’ Shea,
Principal.
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Thursday, 18 May 2017

Dear parents/guardians and students,

The Board of Management has appointed John Mc Ginnity to the position of Deputy Principal with
effect from 1 September 2017. He will work with me and the current Deputy Principal, Chris O’ Reilly,
in an expanded management team as we endeavour to meet the present and future needs of the
Loreto, Wexford school community.
A native of Co. Monaghan, John is presently employed as a French teacher in St. Kieran’s College,
Kilkenny. He previously worked in St. Aidan’s C.B.S., Whitehall, Dublin 9 and Inver College,
Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan.
The Board of Management wishes John every happiness and success in his new position as he works
in a spirit of close collaboration with staff, students and parents for the good of our shared community.

Yours faithfully,
Billy O’ Shea,
Principal.

