
  

PARENTS’ COUNCIL NEWSLETTER 2015-2016 

 Chairpersons’ Address 

WELCOME to the first Parents’ Council newsletter.  It has been a busy year, my first as 

Chairperson, and I would like to thank the parent members of the committee for their 

commitment and dedication this year and you, for supporting our activities.  

The Parents’ Council acts on behalf of the students of Loreto Wexford to enhance their well-

being in school while supporting the school’s activities.   Fundraising in part makes this 

possible.  Two of our undertakings this year were fundraising ventures and both were well-

supported by parents and friends of the school.  Activities we were pleased to provide in 

conjunction with the school included talks for parents by John Lonergan and Dr. Fergus 

Heffernan. 

Conscious that the upcoming academic year will be the last full year for Loreto Wexford in 

Spawell Road, we are already planning a number of projects to mark the transition.  These 

include a Commemorative Calendar, marking to the school’s 150th anniversary in 

September, and a Quilted Wall Hanging for the new school.  The upcoming year will also see 

us hosting the biannual Careers’ Night. 

The Parents’ Council held eight committee meetings this year and minutes are made available 

on the school website.   We are conscious that many people may not be in a position to give 

their time as a Council member yet might be interested in helping out at social events.  If you 

are such a person please consider putting your name forward as a social event volunteer for 

next year when a lot of practical help will be needed and gratefully received.   

On behalf of the Parents’ Council I would like to thank you for your support this year and 

wish you and your families a wonderful summer ahead.    

Mai Fanning, Chairperson, Loreto Parents’ Council      

______________________________________________________________ 

 

Highlights of the 2015-2016 Year 

Healthy snacks for exam students:  The Parents’ Council will provide flapjacks and bottled 

water for Junior and Leaving Certificate students on the first day of their exams.  

First Year Parents’ social night: This cheese and wine evening, always popular with 

parents, was held on Tuesday, 20 October 2015 and was hosted by the Parents’ Council in the 

school.        



Flower Arranging Demonstration:  On 

17 November, Ingrid Zimmerman of 

Slaney Flowers provided inspiration and 

practical ideas to more than 70 people at 

the Christmas Flower Arranging 

Demonstration Evening. Her striking and 

festive arrangements were then 

generously raffled.  It was the night of 

Storm Barney so the refreshments 

provided by the Parents’ Council went 

down a treat.  

Pictured: Ingrid Zimmerman (right) 

presenting flower arrangements to Mai 

Fanning  

Mock interviews: Mock Interviews are arranged each year by the Parents’ Council in 

conjunction with teachers Catriona Foley and Lorraine Kelly. On 14 March, forty volunteers, 

working in teams of two, put the Transition Year students through their paces, giving them a 

flavour of what to expect in a job interview.  The Parents’ Council welcomed the interviewers 

and provided teas and coffees. 

Easter Raffle: The Parents’ Council are very grateful 

to local businesses that supported the Easter raffle as 

well as to those who bought and sold tickets. Sponsors 

included Joyces Expert Wexford, Pettitts SuperValu 

Wexford, Whitford House Hotel, Greenacres, Mary 

Wallace, Grants Chemist, Bluebell Studio, Sam 

McCauleys, Hynes Jewellers, Lily O'Brien's 

Chocolates and Unique Hair Salon.  

Pictured: Winner of the Easter Raffle seller’s hamper 

with Mai Fanning 
 

Parents’ Council Members 2015/2016:  Mai Fanning (Chairperson), Joanne Beaver (Vice 

Chair), Orla Gallagher (Secretary), Mary O’Leary (Treasurer), Brian Kilbride (Teacher Rep), 

Lucy Carthy, Madeleine Cleary, Eilish Culleton, Linda Keeling, Tara Little, Annette 

Cahalane, Carmel Larkin, Barbara Foley, Bernie Cullen,  Lynn Quigley, Marian O’Leary, 

Theresa C. Doyle, Val Boggan.                   

  

 


